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(A report on White Families is given under a separate cover as Part I.) 
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The study covered by this report was madé under direction of 
G. Le Burleson, Program Analyst, Louisiana Extension Service, 
with Dr. Gladys Gallup, Assistant Chief, and Mrs. Laurel 
Sabrosky, Extension Analyst, Division of Field Studies and 
Training, extension Service, U.S.D.A., as consultants on tabu- 
lations, analyses, and interpretations, 
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FOREWORD 


a program of wxtension studies was started in the spring of 1949. 
These studies were designed as the beginning of a continuous process 
of evaluation to help us, as “#xtension workers, to analyze ourselves, 
our activities, the peopie with whom we work, and the effectiveness 
of the iixtension program. 


The first parish study, "a Study of agricultural muxtension Work 
in Lafourche Parish," was made in May, 1949, and reported as agricul- 
tural sxtension Publications No. 1053 and 1054, Septeuber, 1950, 


Studies of #xtension work in Red River and Washington Parishes 
were the second and third in this series. These studies were reported 
separately in minmeograph form in November, 1950. 


This study in Madison Parish is the fourth in the series, 


These studies deal with the general effectiveness of sxtension 
work. They will be followed by intensive studies of the erfectiveness 
of uxtension in special fields, including both programs and teaching 
methods. 


H. ¢. Sanders 
Director 
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PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 
The purpose of this study is to determine the extent to which farmers and 
farm homemakers in Madison Parish have adopted farm and home practices that have 
been recommended by the Extension Service, the effectiveness of the teaching 
methods used, the extent to which farmers and farm homemakers have contact with 
Extension, and the knowledge farmers and farm homemakers have of the Extension 
pervice,. 


HOW THE STUDY WAS MADE 


Information was obtained in May, 1951, from 142 white farm families through 
the personal interview method, The sample of families to be interviewed was 
taken from a random list of white farm families in the parish by taking every 
third name, starting with a randomly selected number. 

In addition to the 142 white families, 98 Negro farm families were selected 
in the same manner by taking every second name from a random list of Negro families, 
Sharecroppers were not included in the study. 

The interviewing was done by six men and six women, all Extension workers, 
Three were from the state Extension office. Four were county agents, and five were 
home demonstration agents, all from adjoining or nearby parishes, The same 
enumerator interviewed both the farmer and homemaker in a family. Neither the 
agents in Madison Parish nor the district agents were included as interviewers, 


but all actively assisted with the planning and conduct of the study. 


Pees > i ¥ 7. : 
i I * ak 4 | 
v a 7 : - : i i 
we at 7 a . Ne Me | 
t 2 ar + i On 4 We 
. eras, eet | ‘ te 
WACK eh 1 a oe 


tue edie? dolidw oF Jasdes. by | 


"4 aa Mae 


ae. 
wed Shad ‘edattebny exod ine mae’! basfube fs 


ies 
. A ith Fi dae ; 


5 abnoe i) cht Te Senin widoutt: outs rood ot 


. 
ii?w fodtwos awed aeoolty is — ahaha eres cnatney inti 68 ae mat. 


ket all 


nokacsated oft Yo orld 6a vohanad mast bes ‘sisal sat di it tne 


— 
Le q - ” 
a 
For Tea [ ny me 
iw a “ 
' _ “7 : 


G0. Gavi Yate SP Pat a. 
bs : : : ; 7 
worns SxbLivsd wre) olinw SE owt eek cuen nt be siete a2. mek dernel ay 
a iy j 


dee bow tv: one sd od en tikme? 2c. Jhnass att oboutgnas waiver Eaniparno Std 
erve gelsal yf deierq ond ad evkL ine? ceet 68 ‘tw Yo tedt webbae Pa gent, feted 
| etm besoolcs Lnnbiarn & Adiw. grivenda. yonian pbs 
bejosfse view cekliwwt mrad tgs) OY .eotitnet afidw SAL ott oF wnteehy at 
aseliicst o7127 4 to daft robni - a pony amet borece wievs oniget a) octets nay ne 
| ; eVbute «72 nk botwr isnt gon ono c waedaeeoor a? 
saat 
<Otewtiow alam det Le .o wrsw oul Bee AGA xis yd ath bate aitwol wedi auf 


wovEl hos .edcesaa: yimuos ow mye ow0LTIO iio hamtates wtata oly ert aon po 


Med oT ehatebnag yireon 70 Sntakon me. avn ifs edt aibtcndearo ‘seit 


| 


ane xseisiol “Vite ét B ng t*wiarswed bas sateen’ and Lid bonatreraiat noderein> 


' 4 a oy a 1 


qcrawelvie dit ar bobulowl stow edsage otek is wot daine 9 = ppesiael ak sae? 
ao saybie bese incl add ‘ait 


ee ee 


A 
hi 


DESCRIPTION OF MADISON PARISH 


Madison Parish, named after the fourth president of the United States, is 
located in the cotton-growing Mississippi River delta section of Northeast 
Louisiana. Its wirtten history goes back to 1721, when it was part of the Orleans 
district of the Louisiana Territory. Madison Parish was created by the legislature 
in 1838 from an ar@éa that formerly. had been part of Ouachita Parish and Warren 
Parish, or County. (Warren County was abolished in 1809 at the same time the 
legislature changed the designation "county" to "parish", ) 

Madison originally included some of the area of the present parishes of 
Richjand and Franklin, After various curtailments and additions, it acquired 
its present size and contours in 1861. The parish now is roughly 30 miles long, 
east and west, and 25 miles wide. It covers 650 square miles, or 416,000 acres, 
of which 100,000 acres are farm land. The rest is largely virgin forest, composed 
of cypress, tupelo gum, red gum, and oak. Lumber companies own a considerable part 
of the woodland. 

For many years cotton was the only money crop in the parish. A change began, 
however, with the coming of cheap cotton and acreage controls in the 1930's and 
was speeded by the farm labor shortage during World War II, Cotton is still the 
big crop, but Madison rapidly is becoming diversified. Beef cattle, swine growing, 
soybeans for oil, corn harvested by hogging off, and dairying are becoming more 


important each year, 


The 100,000 acres of farm land now consists of about 28,000 acres in cotton, 
8,000 acres in soybeans grown for oil, 18,000 acres of corn, 12,000 acres of oats 
and hay, 20,000 acres of improved pasture, 9,000 acres of wild hay and idle land, 
and about 5,000 acres devoted to truck crops and to space for home sites and 


other purposes, 
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Tallulah is the parish seat and only town in Madison. In 1940 the population 
of the parish was 18,443, and in 1950 it was 17,444. This represents a loss of 
5-4 percent. During the same period, the rural population declined 30 percent 
from 13,731 to 9,669. In 1940, approximately 31 percent of the total population 
was white and 69 percent Negro. There are fewer people on the farm and the 
average size of the farms is increasing. 

Madison Parish was chosen for this survey because it is considered typical 


of the cotton-growing delta section of the state in which it is located, 
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THE EXTENSION PROGRAM 


Farm demonstration work was begun in 1911, or three years prior to passage 
of the Smith-Lever Act. Organized Extension work was started on July 1, 1914. 
Since the beginning the parish has been served continuously by a parish agricul- 
tural agent. Including the present agent, there have been four different county 
agents during the 40-year period prior to this study. 

Home Demonstration work was started on May 21, 1917, and has been carried on 
without interruption to the present time. During this 33-year period the parish 
has been served by five different home demonstration agents. 

An assistant county agent was appointed on October 1, 1946. Since that time 
two different persons have served in the position of assistant county agent. 

An assistant home demonstration agent for work with Negroes was appointed and 
started to work on September 1, 1939. This work has continued without interruption 
to the present time. During this time, two different persons have served as 
assistant home demonstration agent for work with Negroes, 

Broadly speaking, the purpose of Extension work is to help develop people 
that they may more easily identify and solve the various problems that affect 
their own welfare. Working toward this broad objective, the program is set up 
to help increase the knowledge and skills of the people, encourage more efficient 
farming and better homes, produce a higher income, and raise the standard and 
scale of living. Within this broad frame of fundamental aims, the program of 


the Extension agents has included the following: 
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Agricultural Agents 


Home 


1, 


Re 


Corn, Adapted hybrids, fertilization, early planting, protection from 
insects while in storage, 


Cotton. Good planting seed of adapted varieties, fertilization, insect 
control, defoliation for picking. 


Soil Conservation, Growing winter legumes, interplanting corn with 
soybeans, drainage. 


Qats. Varieties, fertilization, winter grazing off. 


Soybeans for Oil. Varieties, date and rate of seeding, insect control, 
storage. 


Beef Cattle. Herd management, winter feeding, calfhood vaccination to 
control Bang's, controlled breeding, control of lice and flies, growing 
out best Heifers as cow herd replacements. 


Swine. Management and feeding, hogging off corn and soybeans. 
Pastures. Establishing new pastures and improving old pastures by 
seeding with Dallis grass and White Clover, using Fescue grass, mowing 
to control noxous weeds and grasses. 


Demonstration Agents 


1. 


Nutrition and Health 
a. Food production. Poultry. Home gardening. 
b. Food selection and preservation. Emphasis on more milk 
in family meals. Cheese making. Frozen desserts. 
c. Food preservation. Canning. Freezing. 
d. Posture in relation to health, 
e. Teeth, their development and care. 


Housing and home management. House plans, room improvement, kitchen 
arrangement, storage space, household appliances, home furnishings. 


Landscaping. Improving home grounds. 


Clothing. Selection and construction. 


Consumer education. Better buying practices, 


Insect control. Household, vegetable garden, flower garden. 
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Four-H Club work for white children is carried jointly by the county agents 
and home demonstration agents. For Negro children, it is carried by the assistant 
home demonstration agent for work with Negroes. 

In the year 1950, there were five organized clubs for whites in the parish 
with an enrollment of 230 girls and 192 boys. For Negroes there were 13 organized 
clubs with an enrollment of 286 girls and 247 boys. These figures include 


children from both farm and non-farm homes, 
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CHAPTER I 


MADISON PARISH AND ITS PEOPLE 
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Sixty-three percent of these Negro farmers and 60 percent of the homemakers 
have lived on their farms for ten years or more (Table 1). Ninety-four percent 
of the farmers and 91 percent of the homemakers have lived in the parish for at 
least ten years. 

Table 1 -- Length of Time Farmers Have Farmed This Place and Farmed in the Parish, 


Length of Time Homemakers Have Lived as Homemakers on This Place and in 
the Parish. 
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Eighby-three percent of the farms have less than 50 acres (Table 2). Seventeen 
percent are 50 acres or more in size, and 17 percent are less than 20 acres, 


Table 2 -- Acres in Cropland 


Decal elk yg 3 epee ele dele fe 
! 
Number of records 98 
Percentage of farmers having: 
1-19 acres Lies 
20-29 acres 114.3 
30-39 acres PSL ZU 
50 acres or more 153 


Major Sources of Farm Income 
Madison Parish is located in the delta section of the northeast portion of the 


state. It is known locally as one of the "Delta Parishes," 


ot 


The major sources of farm income of these families are cotton, corn, beef 
cattle, dairying, hogs, soybeans for oil, poultry, and hay (Table 3), 
Table 3 -- Major Sources of Farm Income 
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Portion of Family Money-Income Made From Farm 

Sixty-nine percent of the families derive all their cash-income from the 
farm. -An additional 25 percent get half or more than half Bag the farm, The 
others have an income from such sources as Pry in eB ae ae or other work in 
town . | 

Tenure Status 

Seventy-eight percent of the farmers are owners or part owners, two percent 

are managers, and 20 percent are tenants, 
Transportation is Good 

The roads are good. There is a comprehensive system of gravel roads that 
reaches all communities in the parish, One paved highway parallels the Illinois 
Central Railroad east and west through the center of the parish, while another 
parallels the Missouri Pacific Railroad running north and south, 

Twenty-six percent of the families own automobiles; 25 percent own trucks. 
Forty-seven percent of the families have either a car or truck. Nineteen percent 


of the homemakers drive a car, 
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The farm houses are fairly large. Sixty-nine percent are of five rooms or 
over. The average number of Set 5hs per eee, is less than one, shies! Piste 
fore, would seem to be adequate in these homes, Sixty-seven percent of the houses 
are of painted frame, brick, or concrete block, Thirty-three percent are of un- 
painted frame, 
Home Facilities 

Seventy-eight percent of the homes have electricity and an equal percentage 
have electric lights (Table 4). Ninety-one percent have radios in working order, 
Fifty-nine percent have sewing machines, and 64 percent have pressure cookers or 
pressure canners, However, only six percent have running water in the house, and 
only four percent have complete bath rooms, Sixteen percent have power washing 


machines; 45 percent have mechanical refrigerators, 


Table 4.--Home Facilities 
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FARM FAMILIES IN MADISON PARISH 


Age of Farm People 
Of the farmers, six percent are under 35 years of age; 46 percent are from 35 


to 49; and 47 percent are 50 years and over (Table 5), 


The homemakers are a little younger than the farmers. Seventeen percent are 
under 35 years of age, 42 percent are from 35 to 49, and 42 percent are over 50 
(Table 5). 

Formal Schooling 

Seven percent of the farmers and 21 percent of the homemakers have had cight 
or more years of formal schooling (Table 5). However, 67 percent of the farmers 
and 37 percent of the homemakers have had only four years or less. 


Table 5.—Age and Educational Training of Farmers and Homemakers 
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A High Percentage of the Familics Have Children at 
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Forty-six Parent of the familics have children under 10 years of age and 48 
percent have children 10 to 18. Twenty-one percent of the families have young 
men or young womenat home from 19 to 30 years of age, other than the farmer or 
homemaker. 

Of the familics who have children 10 to 18 years of age, 53 percent have at 


least one child in a 4-H Club. 
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Radio, Newspapers, and Magazines 


Ninety-one percent of the families have a radio, and 37 percent of them take a 
daily or weekly paper (Table 6). Sixty-two percent of the families take a farm or 
home magazine. 


Table 6.--Radio, Newspapers, and Magazines in the Home _ 
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Participation of Farmers and Homemakers in Organizations Other than Those Sponsored 
By Extension 


Twenty percent of the farmers and 16 percent of the homemakers belong to farm 
or home organizations other than those Sponsored by Extension (Table 7). Approxi- 
mately 13 percent of the farmers and 17 percent of the homemakers take part in civic 
or school organizations. Seventy-six percent of the farmers and 95 percent of the 
homemakers attend church and church organizations. 


Table 7.--Participation of Farmers and Homemakers in Organizations Other than Those 
Sponsored by Extension 
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Knowledge of Extension Work 
A high percentage of both farmers and homemakers know something of Extension 
work.(Table 8). Seventy-three percent of the farmers and 41 percent of the home- 


makers can identify the county agent or assistant agent. Seventy-seven percent of 
<a 


the farmers and 75 percent of the homemakers know the home demonstration agent, or 
assistant home demonstration agent for work with Negroes. Approximately 40 percent 
of the farmers and 47 percent of the homemakers know something of 4-H Club work. 
Approximately 35 percent of the farmers and homemakers hawe had children in 4-H 


Club work. 


Table 8,--Knowledge of Extension Service Work 
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Number of records 
Percentage saying they: 


Know who the county agent or assistant is (e.- 10.6 
Know who the home demonstration agent or asst. is! 77.4 75.0 
Know someth:ng of 4-H Club work 39.8 46.9 
Have been a member of a 4-H Club 156 
Have children in 4-H Club 

Have ever had children in 4-H Club eh) epyri 
Have any knowledge of Extension Work 95.6 92.7 
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CHAPTER IL 


FARMERS AND HOMEMAKERS HAVE ADOPTED PRACTICES 
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The Extension programs have recommended and emphasized many farm and home- 
making practices for the parish. A check was made in this study of nine farm 
practices and nine homemaking practices to determine the extent to which they 
have been adooted by the farmers and homemakers, This should give one measure 
of the effectiveness of Extension work with these veople. 

One hundred vercent of the farmers and 97 percent of the homemakers have 
adopted one or more of the practices (Figures 1 and 2). The percentage of farmers 
adepting the practices varies from 97 who use recommended varieties of cotton 
to 12 nercent who use a heavy avolication of fertilizer on corn. The percentage 
of homemakers adopting the practices ranges from 86 who produce 2 year round garden, 
down to 32 who use baby chicks from U.S. approved or certified hatcheries, » 


Approximate LA sie of Years Practices Have Been Emphasized in the Extension 
Progr am 


Some practices have been emphasized in the enston program for only a 
few years while others have been emphasized for a much longer period of time 
(Figures 1 and 2). There appears to be little or no poree ls tionenetwenn ap 
percentage of farmers or homemakers adopting the practices and the number of 


years the practices have been emohasized in the Extension vrogram, 


Sibi vs 


Figure 1,--Farmers Who Have Adopted Practices and Approximate Number of Years 
Practices Have Been Emphasized in the Extension Program 
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Any practice 
(1) Using hybrid corn as a part 
of, or all the crop. 
(2) Using a heavy application of ' 
fertilizer on corn ~ as much as!_ 
400 pounds of nitrate of soda ' | 12 
or equivalent per acre. 
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(3) 


Using recommended varieties 
of cotton (D.P.L., Coker 
Delfos 9169.) 

(4) Dusting or Spraying cotton to 
control boll weevils (3-5-40 
Calcium arsenate, Toxaphene. } 


Using winter legume as a soil 
imrrovement crop. 
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(6) Improving pasture by seeding ' 
to recommended grasses or : 
clover. ' 
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(7) Using oats or Singletary 
peas for winter grazing of 
livestock 

(8) Using DDT or Methoxychlor 
to control lice or flies on 


CATTLE, 


(9) Using best heifer calves as 
replacements in the cow 


breeding herd. 
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Figure 2,-— Homeinakers Who Have Adopted Practices and Approximate Number of Years 
Practices Have Been Fmphasized in the Extension Program 
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Using brooder instead of hens 
for brooding baby chicks, 


Using baby chicks from only 
U. S. apnroved or U.S. certi- 
fied hatcheries. 


Controlling lice on chickens 
by use of Blackleaf 40 
(Nicotine Sulphate) or 
sodium fluoride. 
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Using pressure cooker in : 
canning low-acid vegetables ' 
and meats, ’ 
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Using hot water bath in 


_ canning fruit and tomatoes, 


Procucing a year round 
vegetable’ garden that 

furnishes at least two 
fresh vegetables for 9 
montnos during the year. 


material for information 
before purchasing. 
(Composition, quality, num- 
ber of servings, use, care, 
etc.) 

Cooking vegetables only until 
tender, 
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Reading labels on articles and! 
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Using whole grain or enriched ! 
flour or cereal in the family '! 
meal at least once each day, ! 
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A much higher percentage of the homemakers who have had much contact V/ with 
Extension, those who have a high level~-of-living vue and those who have more formal 
schooling (five years or more) have adopted the practices than have other comparable 
groups. Also, a higher percentage of owners than tenants have adopted the practices. 

A higher percentage of farmers who have a high level-of-living have adopted 
the practices, than have those with a low level-of-living. Education, Extension 
contact, age, or tenure makes little or no difference in percentage of practices 


adopted by farmers. 
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Some Reasons Why They Have Not 

As already brought out, a few of the practices have been adopted by a high per- 
centage of the farmers and homemakers. However, it might be well to consider here 
the percentages who have not adopted the practices. 

The percentage of farmers not adopting the oractices ranges from 88 who have 
not adopted the practice of using a heavy application of fertilizer on corn to three 
percent who are not using recommended varieties of cotton (Figure 2). For home- 
makers the percentage not adopting the practices ranges from 68 who have not adopted 
the vractice of controlling lice on chickens by use of Blackleaf 40 or sodium 
fluoride to 14 vercent who have not adovted the practice of growing a year round 
garden (Figure 2). 

An effort was made in the study to learn some reasons why farmers and homemakers 
have not adovted the practices, Following are reasons given by the farmers and home- 


makers for not adopting the practices, 
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1/ Farmers who have had 9 or more different kinds of Extension contacts and home- 
makers who have had 7 or more are interpreted as having had "much contact", 

2/ The short form of the Farm Family Socio-economic Status Scale is used in this 
study for the ourpose of analysis, A level-of~living index of 60 or above is 
interpreted as "high" and 59 or under as "low! 
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Table 9,-- Reasons Given by Farmers and Homemakers for Not Adopting Prac- 
tices, 
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(2) Using a heavy application of fertilizer on corn - as much as 
400 pounds of Nitrate of Soda or equivalent per acre. 
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(3) Using recommended varieties of cotton (DPL, Coker 100, Stoneville, 
or Delfos 9169). 
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(4) Dusting or spraying cotton to control boll weevils (3-5-40, 
Calcium Arsenate, Toxaphene. ) 
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(5) Using winter legumes as a soil improvement crop. 
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Using oats or Singletary peas 


as winter 


grazing 
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Using DDT or Methoxychlor to control lice 
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Reasons (cont. ) 
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Land area is limited--most calves have been bulls .... ae 
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Homemaker: 
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(1) Using brooder instead of hens for brooding baby chicks 
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Using baby chicks from only U. S. Approved or U. S. Certified 


Hatcheries, 


Don't know enough about the praccite.s . . 
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Controlling lice on chickens by use of Blackleaf 40 (Nicotine Sulphate) 
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Using pressure cooker in canning low acid 


HESUIO COORCT Ga MP MM ime tacts alm ha Gano! Ltd 
Know nothing about pressure cookers... 
HOU ARLE toe burecooke rea see wl ie 
PITS OCOOKET WOUldubloWw ile) ena 
Does no canning-~-poor health. ..... 
Prefer freezing to canning vegetables . . 
Pressure cooker is not big SOME y «6% 
VOR wO CHILL veg vy eg Lier Le ae ae 
Didn't know about low acid foods. .... 
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vegetables and meat. 
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Reasons (con't,) 
(5) Using hot water bath in canning fruit and tomatoes 


Didn't know enough‘ about it . «2. 6 «2 6 e 
Pressure Cooker requires less time. . .. e 
Does no canning-~poor health. . « . «+ « « 
Prefers oressure cooker--they keep longer . 
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(6) Producing year round garden that furnishes at least two fresh 
vegetables for nine months during the year, 


"Buckshot" land will not grow a good garden 2.4. .«..ee-e« 2 
Land too wet for a garden Me We a ee eee 2 
Does not. grow a garden-—poorshealth .? .v.ininmok). 4g Gon | 61 
Just neglected to, doliy eeeeeeeFe #e#ee ee © ¢ @ ak 
_ Gan buy yegetables more cheaply » » w wel elke AUatae ttle id 


(7) Reading labels on articles:and material for information before 
purchasing 


Can't read well enough 4 & «+ seasew @ 
Don't know about labels . sss iec« » wis 
Just depend upon what the merchant says 
Buy by brand name Pr a ree 
Just don't take time to do it.... 
Just buy the ones that cost the most 
Never had thought about it as « » + 
Buy just from looking ae Pet oy BAL 
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(8) Cooking vegetables only until tender 


Prefer "edokinie a longer times s isis us ce ae! eile ak cmie he a 1 
Husband likes them well done a BOT PRIOR ee yy FA 
Never knew about LU oO. 6 (el le. -@ ey ib 6 Gel) ela eae 6) ene eee L 


(9) Using whole grain or enriched bread or cereal in the family 
meal at least once a day, 
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CHAPTER III 


SOURCES OF INFORMATION THAT CONTRIBUTED TO ADOPTION OF FARM AND HOME~ 
MAKING PRACTICES 


In addition te finding the extent to which farmers and homemakers have adopted 
recommended practices, data weré obtained on sources of information that helped 
these people decide to Ra ti practices. 

Farmers and Homemakers Name Preonicn Teaching Methods as a Source of Information 

Ninety-seven percent of the farmers and 86 percent of the homemakers who have 
adopted practices named Extension teaching methods as a source of information for 
adoption of practices (Tables 10 and 11). Seventy-four percent of the farmers and 
51 percent of the homemakers named circular letters as a source of information, 
Forty-nine percent of the farmers and 44 percent of the homemakers named indirect 
influcnce, that is, neighbors and friends who had obviously received the infor- 
mation from Extension, Sixty-three percent of the farmers and 38 percent of the 
homemakers named other mectings . | 

For farmers, the percentage neming the different teaching methods ranges from 
74 for circular letters to zero for correspondence and telephone calls. The 
percentage for homemakers ranges from 51 for circular letters to goro for tele- 
phone calls, 

Lf the teaching methods are arranged into the following groups, (1) methods 
which reach individuals, (2) methods which reach people in groups, (3) methods 


which reach people in masses, and (4) indirect influence, and adjusted to 100, 


it will read: Farmer Homemaker 
Individual methods cog YS: 12.9 
Group methods 2549 27.8 
Mass media LO 13.6 
Indirect L557 15.6 


Mass media are named by 41 .percent of the farmers and 4h percent of the home- 
makers. Seventeen percent of the farmers and 13 percent of the homemakers named 
individual methods. 
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Table 10--Sources of Extension Information 
Practices. 
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for Adoption of Farm 


Table 11,--Sources of Extension Information for Adoption of 
Homemaking Practices, 
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Number of homemakers adopting any practice 


Percentage of these homemakers who named: 


Extension source ...e. 
Circular letter , 4 4 > 
Indirect influence , , 
Other meeting “ie 
Bulletin Ale err 
Farm orstiome visite. . , 
Method demonstration . 
Wes 2bem— gos) ee 
Radio broadcast , .. . 
Leader training meeting 
Result demonstration 
OfficelcalLl sve luiecled 
Extension exhibit ... 
Correspondence el 


Telephones ta id mee es 


e ° . ° e s ® 


ee 


Faruiers ond Homemakers Nemed Non-ixtension Sources of Information 

Seventy-seven percent of the farners end 71 percent of the hoiemakers named 
non-uxtension sources of information that helped thein decide to adovt practices 
(Tables 12 and 13). 

The en ee of feenere naming non—ixtension sources of information for 
acoption of individualpractices range from 59 for winter legumes down to 29 for 
hybrid corn. For homemakers the percentages range from 60 for using brooders 
down to 28 for whole grain bread or cereal. 

The farmers named such non=catens ion Sources as the Experiment Station, 
agricultural teachers, seed stores, neighbors and friends, Production 4nd Market- 


ing Adiainistration, Farmers! Home Administration, veterans! instructors, and 


the homemakers named such sources as canning manual, merchants, magazines, 
home economics teachers, friends, relatives, mail order catalogues, and veterans! 


instructors. 


Table 12,—-Percentaye of Farmers Adopting Practices and Percentage Giving 
Extension and Non-Extension Sources of Information 


Percentage ' Percentage giving source of 


replacements in the cow 
breeding herd. 


sd ! 
Practice adopting ; information as: 
7 | nctic Sam aig cia ot ne a 
ard wo Flee RE ca oe Sets Babe ta ae ah idee - += tlxtension! Non-extension _ _ . 
. 1 1 1 
Any practice 100.0 ' 96.6 77 3 
1 1 
(1) Using hybrid corn as a part of, .! 64.0 ' 96,5 agi4 
or all the crop} : es ‘ 
1 t 
(2) Using a heavy aplication of : 12.2 Am 9099 36,3 
fertilizer on corn - as much as_ '! ' 
400 pounds of nitrate of soda ! 
or equivalent per acre. ! | 
! 4 
(3) Using recommended varieties of | 96.7 1 BG G8 Sieh 
cotton (D. P. L., Coker 100, | 
Stoneville, or Delfos 9169. ' ! 
1 ! 
(4) Dusting or spraying cotton ; 95.6 1 te gee! 38.2 
to control boll weevils ! 
(3-5-0, Calcium arsenate, 
Toxaphene ) ' ! . 
i! 1 
(5) Using winter legume as a ' 70.9 | 80.3 } 59.1 
soil improvement crop. ' . 
{ 1 
(6) Improving pasture by seeding ' 55.9 8645 . 8.1 
to recommended grasses or clover,! : ; 
! ! 
(7) Using oats or Singletary peas S242 comes): 33.3 
for winter grazing of ; ' 
livestock. ' ' 
1 ! 
(8) Using DDT or methoxychlor to 57h bo 989u9 38.9 
control lice or flies on : ' 
cattle. ' : 
' ' ' 
(9) Using best heifer calves as ' 61.9 10030 41.0 
' ! 
! ! 
{ ! 
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Table 13.--Percentage of Homemakers Adopting Practices, and Percentage Giving 
Extension and Non-Extension Sources of Information 
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flour or cereal in the 
family meal at least once 
each day. 


' Percentage ' Percentage giving source 
Practice ' Adopting ' of information as: 
AEG eae Mad AB Sat heel teat iteel dl herd edie Windhoek obyltes ID 
ee Loe al a Bly Hy pt Ue ~tn — ++ ~!-Extensian. ~Nonsextension . _ . 
1 t ! 
Any practice ME Re ys pho mh isleeih (ise 
i ! i 
(1) Using brooder instead of hens ! 63.35 Cah tarsi ‘ 59.6 
for brooding bahy chicks. i ! : 
{ 1 1 
(2) Using baby chicks from only ' 42,2 ba Bests ' aheyh 
U. S. approved or U. S. cer~ ' ! ! 
tified hatcheries, ! ! ‘ 
! { 1 
(3) Controlling lice on chickens ! Sb Prln uy aie 34.0 
by use of Blackleaf 40 ' ' ' 
(Nicotine Sulphate) or ' ' t 
sodium fluoride. ' ' : 
1 1 1 
(4) Using pressure cooker in ' Sse ' 83.6 41.8 
canning low-acid vegetables ' t : 
and meats, ! t ! 
! t 1 
(5) Using hot water bath in 6074 yl ebe2 34.65 
canning fruit and tomatoes. ! I ' 
i ' , ' 
(6) Producing a year round ' 86.41 Fh.6 39.7 
vegetable garden that furnishes ! ' ' 
at least two fresh vegetables ! ' ' 
for nine months during the year.! ! : 
1 t ' 
(7)Reading labels on articles ' te ae eter: 30.9 
and material for information ! ! ! 
before purchasing. (Com- ! t ' 
position, gquality,number of ' ' ; 
servings, use, care, etc.) 
1 t 1 
(8) Cooking vegetables only 67S Ot aman ona Abin 
until tender, ! 1 t 
1 i] 1 
(9) Using whole grain or enriched ' 6325.2 80.3 2189 
! ! 
' ! 
' ' ' 
1 ! ' 
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CHAPTER IV 


TO WHAT EXTENT HAVE FARMERS AND HOMEMAKERS BEEN EXPOSED TO EXTENSION TEACHING? 


Ninety-cight percent of the farmers and 95 percent of the homemakers have been 
exposed to one or more of the Extension teaching methods. Nincty-seven percent of 
the farmers and 86 percent of the homemakers have made some practical use of the 
information (takes) in adopting practices (Tables 14 and 15). 

For farmers the ratio of takes to exposures is 7& percent for circular 
letters and 49 for other mectings (Table 14). The ratio for the other methods 
ranges from 43 percent for farm or home visits down to zero for correspondence and 
telephone calls. 

For homemakers the ratio is 82 percent for other mectings, 64 for circular 
letters, and 53 for bulletins (Table 15). The ratio for the other methods 


ranges from 45 percent for method demonstrations to zero for telephone calls. 
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Table 14.--The Extent to Which Farmers Have Been Exposed to and Influenced 


by Extension Teaching 
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Table 15.-- The Extent to Which Homemakers Have Been Exposed to and Influenced By 
Extension Teaching 


: ' Ratio of 
Teaching Method ' Percentages of Home- ' Takes to 
' Makers ' Exposures 
es Silt aT ES ST er Tee sally din’ 28 CACY a0) Ts le A Re a 
Circular letters | 78,2 7 50.0 | 20h 
Bulletins | 68,8 : 36.6 : 053 
! 
Radio broadcast 66.7 7 14.6 7 yew 
! 
Farm or home visit ' 63.6 : 28.1 7 ohh 
1 
Extension exhibit : 594 ' eed . O4 
j t 
Method demonstration ) 58.4 woe J a> 
News item | 49.0 . ney 034, 
Other meeting 7 45.8 | Sy ie : 082 
Result demonstration 3 aya | ee } sia 
Correspondence | Blaze : Lee »03 
Office call ) 2540 } 6.3 , 025 
Leader training meeting ) 24.0 : Le } 052 
Telephone call Ge 7 0.0 : 200 
Any Extension method : Ge 7 | 86.1 7 ol 
1 . t ! 
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SUMMARY 


Section Ii of this study covers Negro. farm families only, and docs not include 
share croppers. It is recognized, however, that Extension work covers other seg- 
ments of the population, and includes sharecroppers as well as people in towns and 


suall rural centers not represented in this study. 


What Extension Wanted to Find Out 


1. The extent to which farmers and homemakers have adopted farm and home= 
making practices that have been recommended by lixtension. 


2. The effectiveness of teaching methods used. 
34 The extent to which famners and homemakers have contact with Extension, 


4, Tne knowledge farmers and homemakers have of iixtension. 


The information was obtained in May, 1951, through personal interviews with 
the farners and homemakers in 98 farm families. These families were selected from 
names in a vencom list of Negro farm families by taking every second name, start- 
ing with a rendomly sclected number, The interviewing was done by six women and 
six men, ail Extension workers. Three of these were from the state Extension 
office, Four were county agents and five were home demonstration agents from 
adjoining and nearby parishes. The same person interviewed both the farmer and 
homemaker in the family. 

Ihe Families and Their Homes 

Over 60 percent of these families have lived on their present farms for 10 
years or more, and 90 percent have lived in the parish for at least 10 years. 
Size of Farms: 

EKighty-three percent of the farms have less than 50 acres, and 17 percent 


have less than 20 acres, 


Major Sources of Farin Incomes: 
The major sources of farm income are from dairying, cotton, corn, beef 
cattle, hogs, soybeans for oil, poultry, and hay. 

Portion of Far Income from Farm: 
Sixty-nine percent of these families derive all their cash income from the 
fariae Others have an income from such sources as workat the sawmill or 
other work in town. 

Tenure Status: 
Seventy-eight percent of the families are owners or part owners, and 20 
percent tenants, 

Farm Houses: 
The homes avcrage approximately five rooms per house, The averege number 
of persons per room is a little less than one. 

Hone Facilities: 
Seventy-eight percent of the homes have electricity and an equal percentage 
have electric lights. Nincty-one percent have radios in working order. 
Fifty-nine percent have sewing machines, and 64 percent have pressure cookers 
or pressure canners for canning, A low percentage have running water in 


the house, or complete bath rooms, 


Forty-seven percent of the farmers and 42 percent of the homemakers are 50 


years of age or over. Forty-six percent of the farmers ond 42 percent of 
the homemakers are from 35 to 49. 

Formal Schooling: 
Seven percent of the farmers and 21 percent of the homemakers have had eight 
or ore years of formal schooling. Sixty-seven percent of the farmers and 


37 percent of the homemakers have had only four yeers or less. 
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Families with Children at Home: 
Forty-six percent of the families have children under 10 years of age, and 48 
percent have children frou 10 to 18. 
Of the families who have children from 10 to 16 years of age, 53 percent 
have at least one child in a 4-H Club. 

Radio, Newspapers, and Magazines: 
Ninety-one percent of the farmers have a radio, and 37 percent take a daily 
or weekly paper. Sixty-two percent of the families take a farm or home 
magazine. 

Knowledge of ixtension Work: 
Seventy-three percent of the farmers and 41 percent of the ho:emakers can 
identify the county agent or assistant agent. Seventy-seven percent of the 
faruers and 75 percent of the homemakers know the home demonstration agent 
or assistant agent for work with Negroes. Forty percent of the farmers and 


47 percent of the homemakers imo. something of 4-H Club work, 
oO 


WHAT SHOULD THIS STUDY MEAN TO EXT SNSION? 


It is evident from the data collected in this study that. the Hxtension 
Service's way of working with these families is effective with a high percentage 
of both farmers and homemakers. Nearly all have had some contact with the 
Extension Agents, and a high percentage have agopted some of the practices 
that have been emphasized in the Extension Program. However, the data indicates 
also that Extension is working uuch more with the honcmekers who have a high 
level-of-living, who have had five years or more of schooling, or who are owners, 


than with the other comparable groups. Also it is working more with farmers who 


have a high level-of-living than with those who have a low level-of-living., This 
seems to direct attention to the Extension Program and to methods of carrying it 
out to the people, 

While a very high percentage of both farmers and homemakers have adopted some 
of the practices that have been emphasized in the program, it should not be over- 
looked that a high percentage have not ehepted other of the practices. This raises 
a question as to whether the most important or needed practices have been empha- 
sized, and whether a more effective explanation to the people of sone of the 
practices could be found and used? For example, 68 percent of the homemakers have 


not adopted the practice of using baby chicks from only U, S. approved or certified 


hatcheries. Of the 58 homemakers who gave reasons for not adopting the practice, 


23 stated, in effect, that they do not understand the meaning of the practice. 
This obviously indicates that much more educational work on the quality of baby 
chicks from different sources is needed. Of 4O homemakers giving reasons for not 
adopting the practice of controlling lice on chickens by using nicotine sulphate 
or sodium fluoride, 14 stated that their chickens have never had lice. Of 33 who 
gave reasons for not adopting the practice of using whole grain or enriched bread 
or cereal, 32 seem not to know the meaning of the word "enriched" as used in this 
practice, 

Other illustrations: Of 34 farmers who gave reasons for not adopting the 
practice of using hybrid corn, 31 stated, in effect, that hybrid corn would not 
be profitable, or that they do not understand the practice. Of 71 farmers giving 
reasons for not adopting the practice of using a heavy application of fertilizer 
on corn, 44 said, in effect, that it would cost too much, and 22 think that it is 


not needed in such quantities on their land, 
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There is little or no correlation between the percentage of farmers or home- 
makers who have adopted the practices and the number of years the practiceshave 
been ecnphasized in the Extension Program, 

Generally speaking, the data collected in this seems to emphasize that program 
and work planning is properly considered to be a continuous process. It also 
secis to show that a rather heavy responsibility is on the people who determine 
the content of the Extension Program, and the ways and means of getting it out 
to the people. 

It is evident from findings in the study that a high percentage of these Negro 
farmers and homemakers have a fair knowledge of the Extension Service, and their 
attituce toward xtension is favorable. They have accepted the way Extension works 
with people, Extension, therefore, appears to have a continuous challenge and an 
Opportunity to perfect its program and teaching methods to fit any changing con- 
ditions in the parish, and to mect, in so faras possible, the needs and interest 


of all the people. 
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